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such disordered and dihcased niinds result iroiii a primarily

disordered and diseased conditions of these physical organs

upon which they are dependent for their manifestations, or

upon the diseased condition of other organs acting sympatheti-

cally on these.

A recognition of the almost or quite universal opinion of the

moral state and legal condition of the insane, expressed in the

lirst of these propositions, necessarily excites for them the ten-

der sympathies and lively interest of every enlightened and

humane citizen of the State, while it clearly shows that they

should become the objects of the watchful supervision and fos-

tering care of the commonwealth.

The celebrated Erskine, when Lord Chancellor of England,

in expounding the great principles of the common law, de-

clared, in respect of its applicability to this unfortunate class ot

citizens, '* that itfell to the Jcing to talze care of those who could

not take care of themselvesP And a late distinguished scholar

and i^hilanthropist. Horace Mann, in earnestly advocating the

interest of the insane before the Legislature ol Massachusetts,

said, " the insane are the vmrds of the commomoealth f^ thus,

with touching truthfulness, indicating their morally helpless

and legall}^ dependent condition. And so, also, the framers of

our Constitution, contemplating the subject from the same

enlightened stnnd point, have, b}' constitutional enactujent,

provided that all the insane shall be taken care of at the public

expense.

Thus Ave lind that every interest in the State is appealed to

in behalf oi t'le insane. Xot onlj'' the enlightened philanthro-

pist and humanitarian has his sympatliies aroused and actively

directed toward their welfare, but every tax payer is person-

ally appealed to in their behalf. For neither those who arc

best off in the matter of this world's goods, nor those who hap-

pen not to be fortunes' favorites, can tell whether the next vic-

tim of this dreaded affliction shall be from a circle where abun-

dant means, intelligent conversation and genial manners con-

stitute the charm of social life and indicate an advanced civil-


